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Hostile Architecture

Benches with armrests in the middle, uneven concrete surfaces and spikes

around the edges of fountains are examples of hostile architecture, a form of

urban design aimed at influencing social behavior in public spaces.

The goal 1s to discourage people from using such spaces for purposes such a

sleeping, skateboarding or hanging out for extended periods of time.

Governments and businesses are installing such features in response to
complaints from people who feel threatened in environments where

. homeless people or teenagers gather, where skateboarders engage in risky
. behavior, or criminals make drug deals. To supporters, hostile architecture is
. essential. They claim it serves society by defending the public against

unacceptable behavior and troublemaking individuals, even though it makes

. spaces both unattractive and uncomfortable.
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part. 1. Ask student to answer the question on their own at first. 2. Then read the “sample answer”. 8. Tell student to
close their eyes. 4. Let them repeat after you again. Because student can’t see the answer. 5. Have the student try to
memorize the answer. 6. Once they have memorized the answer, ask the question one last time.

1)What is the purpose of hostile architecture?

To discourage people from using public spaces for sleeping, skateboarding or
hanging out for extended periods of time. discourage L U FE HH S
2) Why do supporters of hostile architecture think it is essential?

They claim it serves society by defending the public against unacceptable
behavior and troublemaking individuals.

Architectural historian Iain Borden of University College London argues that
such design is simply the most recent strategy for welcoming some

populations while rejecting others. He says hostile architecture suggests that
we are regarded as citizens only when “we are either working or consuming
goods directly.” Hostile architecture allows people to take short breaks in public
spaces -say after buying something-but discourages anyone from spending time
resting or socializing. London-based architect James Furzer is also critical of
this approach, saying, “If we designed a building where people didn’t want to
stay for too long, because it’s hostile and uncomfortable, have we succeeded in

our jobs as architects? I don’t think so.” __ Iain Borden o 7 >R —5 > argues LT %
regarded 472 L7z discourage %0 Xt 5 James Furzer ¥ =— AR 7 77— —

Further Questions & Sample Answers

3) According to Ian Borden, what is hostile architecture design?

It 1s simply the most recent strategy for welcoming some populations while
rejecting others.

4) Why is James Furzer critical of hostile architecture?

He thinks that building uncomfortable spaces is not considered a success for
an architect.
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Critics say rather than installing structures that simply push homeless
people and teens to other places, officials should deal with the roots of the
problem by, for example, prioritizing shelters, affordable housing and
programs to both reduce the number of homeless and get teenagers involved
in productive activities. Furthermore, they say architecture can be used to
influence behavior in a different way. “I feel we need to design spaces that

encourage good behavior,” argues Furzer.
46. installing structures #1&E OFXE deal with x4 5%
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Further Questions & Sample Answers

5)What do critics say officials should do to solve problems in public places?
Officials should deal with the roots of the problem.

6)What does Furzer argue architecture should do?

Architecture should design spaces that encourage good behavior.
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*Choose the correct answer from these choices.

(32) What argument is given in favor of hostile architecture?

1. Itisimportant in order to ensure that governments are quick to repair
damage to publicly funded structures. ensure fEFEIZT D
2. It promotes employee satisfaction by encouraging workers to spend more time
in outside areas during break periods.

3. It helps businesses protect themselves by forcing criminals to operate in open

areas that can be easily observed. observed B9 5
4. It is necessary to ensure public safety in spite of the fact that it may reduce the
appeal of shared spaces. appeal RFET 2 5k 2 5

(33) According to Iain Borden, hostile architecture
1. can sometimes have an effect on public behavior that is opposite to what its

designers originally intended. originally intended A3k ™ H )
2. can actually make public spaces more comfortable since it improves the flow of
pedestrian traffic in crowded areas. pedestrian #347#

3. sends the message that people are only considered to be true members of
society when they are earning or spending money.

4. 1s designed by architects who care more about how spaces look than how
citizens will want to use those spaces.

(34) What is the main point suggested in the third paragraph?

1. The use of hostile architecture only lessens the symptoms of societal problems,
while ignoring the actual causes. symptom JE{Z JESR actual causes SEFEEDJFIA
2. Homeless people and others who spend time in public spaces must be consulted
about their design. consulted B & &K 7-

3. Although homeless people and teenagers often intentionally damage
architecture, the damage is usually minor. intentionally X2 minor K L7z D72\
4. Hostile architecture shows that architects are prioritizing their own financial
gain over the opportunity to help society.

@eTOC s0. Answer: (32) 4 (33) 3 (34) 1
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